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We all love beautiful leafy green lush gardens, but we often find that we are not the only 
ones!  Possums love to eat tender new growth and can decimate a plant in a short period of 
time.

pruning climbing roses

Possum proof plants

While we can’t guarantee that a possum won’t eat these plants, they are reported to dislike 
the taste, or that they avoid them because they are toxic.

Snow in Summer (Cerastium tomentosum): Great in hanging baskets, this evergreen, drought 
tolerant, fast growing ground cover spreads to 60cm in a sunny well drained position. It has 
furry silver green leaves with masses of white flowers living up to the common name ‘snow 
in summer’. Grows well under roses, and looks great planted with succulents.

English Ivy (Hedera helix):  ‘English ivy’ is a woody, evergreen, climbing or creeping vine 
which attaches to the bark of trees, brickwork, and other surfaces. Leaves are green and lush. 
�e plant is toxic to humans if large amounts are eaten, and skin irritation can occur. Often 
considered a weed, it is a useful groundcover in a large area where little else will grow. Good 
in hanging baskets in a shady spot. �e smaller-leaved varieties ,eg. Pittsburg, are the best 
choice for most gardens.

Baby's tears (Soleirolia solierolii): An attractive and maintenance-free alternative to grass as 
ground cover in moist shady areas. �e masses of tiny leaves cover slender spreading stems 
that root as they run, forming a dense deep-pile carpet. Quick to establish, it survives 
periodic dry spells and recovers quickly afterwards.

Flowering Quince (Chaenomeles speciosa): �is drought tolerant deciduous, multi-stemmed 
shrub grows 8 – 10ft with equal or greater spread. It has a very dense jumble of spiny 
branches and has white, pink or red flowers in late winter/early spring. 

Hydrangea (Hydrangea macrophylla): �e most commonly grown hydrangeas are a must have 
shrub for shade – planted in the ground or pots. Flowers are mainly blue, pink or white and 
are ball shaped or lacecap form. �ey like a fair amount of water until 
established and in hot weather.
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possum management strategies

Snowball Tree (Viburnum opulus ‘Sterile’): Easy to grow in sun to semi - shade they will 
adapt to a wide range of conditions. �is deciduous shrub has lush light green leaves in 
spring / summer with some autumn colour. �e masses of pure white snowball-like flower 
clusters offer a very showy display in spring. It is an old-fashioned favourite.

Agapanthus (Agapanthus praecox subsp Orientalis): Evergreen clumping plant growing to 1m 
tall, with white or blue flowers from mid to late summer. Extremely drought hardy, this 
plant is easy to grow and does well even in the poorest of soils.  Prefers sun but will grow in 
shade, however it won’t flower as well. Dwarf forms also available growing 30 – 60cm.

Heartleaf Bergenia (Bergenia cordifolia):  Perennial growing approx 30cm high and spreads to 
1m. White or pink flowers in winter, it is excellent as a ground cover, rock garden or border 
plant. It is easy to grow, and will tolerate a wide range of conditions, however it prefers 
semi-shade and moist, rich humus soil. Protect from snails and slugs.

Dealing with possums may require a multi-pronged approach.  It seems to us like possums 
all have different palettes, and what someone has had great success with, others have tried 
and failed.

Here are some suggestions that may be worth trying.

Possums do not like garlic and chilli!  Spraying your plants with a spray made from 
these ingredients and if you persevere for a few weeks the possums will give up nibbling 
on your favourite plant and go elsewhere for their dinner.  You can try making it 
yourself, or buying a commercially made product such as Poss Off.
An ultrasonic pest repellent deters possums through the emission of sound waves and is 
not harmful to pets or humans.
Cover young plants with netting until they get big enough to fend for themselves, and 
fruit trees while they are producing fruit.
Try applying blood and bone to the soil around the plant, as it is reported that possums 
do not like the smell.
Provide nesting boxes and/or leave some fruit out for them at night, situated well away 
from where you don’t want them.
Grow something that they do like to eat as a decoy. Lilly Pilly is one such plant that 
possums are known to enjoy eating.


